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Hebrew Alphabet Writing Practice

N2V N 97X NN *7'an

Welcome to Hebrew! What'’s different about
Hebrew, and what’s special?

Hebrew is written from right to left.

There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet.
Five letters are written differently when they
appear at the end of the word: chaf-chaf sofit,
mem-mem sofit, nun-nun sofit, fey-fey sofit,
tsadi-tsadi sofit.

Hebrew does not have capital letters.

Hebrew has print letters and cursive script (see
table).

All the letters are used as consonants. The
letters aleph, hey, vav and yod sometimes are
used as consonants and sometimes as vowels.
The nikud (vowel pointing) is a system of vowel
indicators written either beneath, beside, or
above the letter (see table).

All words are either masculine or feminine.

In Hebrew, nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs
must conform to numerical and gender
agreement.

In Hebrew sentence structure, the noun usually
precedes the adjective.
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The Hebrew alphabet
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MayN N 97D NIMMIX

BF 01

1y NNyl oY NIXN DY and oI19T
Sound Hebrew name letter name script print

a 09K Aleph k N
b na Bet P 2
v N2 Vet 1y 2
g R Gimel ¢ 3
d noy Dalet ? 7
h bl Hey 7] b
v 1 Vav / 3
z 11 Zayin ) )
ch nn Chet h 1]
t nmy Tet 6 12

Y, i 79 Yod ’ i)

k 82 Kaf 2 )
ch 02 Chaf 2 =
ch naio A2 Chaf sofit (only at P i

the end of the word)

/ Y, Lamed £ b
m on Mem N n
m noio an Mem sofit (only at b 2

the end of the word)

n M Nun J

oo M Nun sofit (only at /
the end of the word)

s Blale Samech 0 o)
a " Ayin Y v
p he) Pey 9 B
f ho) Fey 2 >
f moio X9 Fey sofit (only at the 7 n

end of the word)
ts T3 Tsadi 2 3
ts moio °TY Tsadi sofit (only at ¥ v
the end of the word)

k 2P Kof 7 »
r 74} Resh 2 |
sh Y Shin é V44
s 1" Sin e 44
t 0 Tav h n
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Note:

YV V V V

Several pairs of letters have similar punctuations:
vet —vav, chet —chaf, kaf-kof, tet-tav, samech-sin.
Sometime a letter appears with a dot in it. This
dot is called a “dagesh”. There is no difference in
pronunciation of a letter with or without dagesh,
except for the following:

Three letters have two forms of pronunciation,
stressed and unstressed: bet-vet, kaf-chaf, pey-
fey. These letters appear with a dagesh in the
following cases:

»  Always at the beginning of the word, and the

“hard” pronunciation is used.

> This is also the case when bet, kaf, pey appear

in the middle of the word, when coming after
a consonant.

> The dagesh may also appear in other

circumstances.
Five letters are written differently when they
appear at the end of the word: chaf-chaf sofit,
mem-mem sofit, nun-nun sofit, fey-fey sofit, tsadi-
tsadi sofit.
The letters aleph and he may represent either a
consonant or a vowel sound. When they appear
at the end of a word they almost always

“u_n

represent a vowel sound, such as “a” or “e”, and

” n

in essence the ”a” or “he” is not pronounced.

A number of sounds from other languages have

been incorporated into Hebrew:
The letter 22 is pronounced like j in “jeans”
The letter 'Tis pronounced like g in “Geneva”
The letter ¥ is pronounced like ch in “chips”
Two vav’s, I, are pronounced like w in

“wheel”

BF 01

A% 1w

NNIT |DINQ NINYIAN NIFNIR 7¢ NIMT DR

wo|nu|p7>| 50| La|UX

I'® .YAT DT .NIRD 72102 DRI NY'9IN DNYD7
D7AR TA7N ,WAT N77 IR DY NIR 7¢ N0 7720
:0'X2N

N9 NIYATIN — N719 N0 NifNiR 3-7

55|535| 122

NIYATIN NIFNIRD

N7'A0 N7'NNA NY'oin .9 2 2K <
DX XY N7'AD yynxa ny'oin 9,0 ,a <
JINNX Nia'e)a DA v'oint 7 wiaTn <

‘NN qioa Niy'oin [N NJiY 2'Nd Y! NiFNIN 5-7

VX | 9,91 1,2
YNNI DA MX'WD DA NIYAYA N ,X NIFNIND

D,n |2

VYN NIYNRYN |1 N7M 9ioa Niy'ain | WYX
DYNYI NY'X NIRD DYYH ,NYIND TNH
MNI'TYI?7 NidwnN N7 1900y 0y

“jeans” N7'M12 in? ,j-> NXYIAN A NIk <
“Geneva” N'7'M2 N3 g -3 NRYIAN T NIRD

“chips” n'7'a in? ,ch -2 NRYIAN ¥ NiXN

A A A

N7'Na inY ,w - 3 NIXYIAN 1 NIMIRD TRY

I”

“whee
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Nikud — vowels

Vowelization is rarely used in Modern Hebrew. In
newspapers, books, movie subtitles there is no
vowelization. In our classes we will use Nikud
mostly for verbs. Sometimes, there are slight
differences between how words are spelled when
vocalized (ketiv haser), and not vocalized (ketiv
malei). In most cases the difference is the addition
of the letter vav or the letter yod, which represent

both consonants and vowel sounds.

e When representing a consonant, yod is
pronounced “y”. As a vowel it represents the

sound “e” and “i”. When writing without Nikud,

the sound “y” is represented by a double yod, .

e When representing a consonant, vav is
pronounced “v”. As a vowel it represents the
sound “0” and “00”. When writing without
Nikud, the sound “v” is represented by a double

vav, Il.

In class we will use ktiv malei even when adding the

Nikud to words.

BF 01

T

For example:
(NIXNMAT — NINNAIT) NIRNUMT (D70 — D7) D'7'N

“TR'IN IN'0Q D'YNNYN 'KY DYND N'NTIN N
NiN'A TP 'K Vid7ipa Nitin)a ,0M1902 ,01iN'ya
D)Y! ,0'NY9Y7 .09 77D TR T} UNNY) 7Y
(0N 2'MY) NITRIN DAY D'7'A0 2'NY2 0'7R DY
NVANN H2'WN aNY (K70 2D) TR N7 [l
[D NIYRYN NYX NIFNIX T 1) NFNIND N9QINA

YN D] W'D

LT

y' NN KDY NYUNYR TP NIRD YRD e
N2 i "e” 7D NN NANTA R NYIND
MO Y a3 Y D TR K9

JVE NN R IXYD NYAYA 1 NIRD WYUKD e
N2 001 "0" 7*¥N NN MAN''N N'D NYIND

AT W v v ren TR N7

TI@') 9'0i1 YD DA X770 2D YRR NN

.o'mYy
NNUTY

(MIXAAT — UIRNAIT) NIXAMT (D70 — D'7'N) D'7'N

6 MODERN HEBREW AT HARVARD, Beginners Level, Fall Semester



BF 01

Nikud Sign Name English vowel sound
T [2'0 DY n7aNa 7y
D Patach nno
D Kamatz ynp a
D Chataf-patach nn9-qun
'D D Segol 7i2Q
el
D D Tsereh nm'y e
ol | -
D Chataf-segol 7iaQ-qun
0,0 ,.
— =
|D D Cholam n%in
’
(0]
D Chataf-kamatz ynyz -qun
E] Kubutz y1aip
u

Shuruk piiY

Sh'va Niw

€, or sometimes no vowel
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Hebrew Alphabet N 9x
Hey x:7 Dalet n%7 Gimel ®»v3 Vet noz Bet nv3 Aleph nbx
0 T A J 23 N
sounds like H sounds like D sounds like G | sounds like VV | sounds like B sounds like A,
silent at the end of
a word
Khaf a3 Yod 79 Tet now Chet nop Zayin 3 Vav "
sounds like K sounds like Y sounds like T sounds like sounds like Z sounds like V
CH
Nun 311 Mem nvsio an Mem a» Lamed 7% npie 02 Khaf n2
Sofit Khaf Sofit
sounds like N | sounds like M at | sounds like M | sounds like L | sounds like KH | sounds like KH
the end of a word at the end of a
word
nopio NP Fey R Pey R Ayin Py Samech 2% nepio M
Fey Sofit Nun Sofit
q D 9 sounds like A, D 1
sounds like F sounds like F sounds like p | Sllentattheend oo hqq jike S | sounds like N
at the end of a k°f aword after at the end of a
amatz or segol
word word
Sin P Shin Resh we Kof nip neoio vT3 Tsadi Ty
. . Tsadi Sofit
sounds like S sounds like SH sounds like R | sounds like K V sounds like Ts
- sounds like Ts
Segol »iag Tzere Patach mnp | Kamatz ¥22 | atthe end of a Tavip
e . _ T word
sounds like E sounds like A as | sounds like A | sounds like as n
in “bell” in “bay” as in “father” | in “father”
Holam a%in | v ,mmw Hirik pson Shva K1 7% sounds like T
. Shuruk, Kubutz Nikkud
1 0." q * *
L
sounds like O | sounds like OO sounds like | Has no sound
as in “for” as in “moon” as in “sit”

8
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Print Letter Forming Exercise OI19T2a NI'NIX NA'ND 727N

T T not

n ﬂmﬂ

1 Hﬂjj

1

I T

n ﬂ )

) Mnmw
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| TL nopio n:

2 o 7

nAnpD

D npioan O

h J mod
] ~n*:n‘o m ]
p U me O
y Y w vy
g H B

q ;qnsm‘o xo F

10
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X X wy X

Y me‘o T V

DW nip |0

1 j g )

v \\M oy

11

ﬁmmﬂ
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Hebrew Alphabet nma q7x
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Hey x:7 Dalet n%7 Gimel ®»v3 Vet noz Bet nvz Aleph nbx
P 7 ¢ 2 3 Kk
sounds like H sounds like D sounds like G | sounds like VV | sounds like B | sounds like A,

silent at the end of
aword
Khaf n2 Yod 79 Tet nw Chet nn Zayin 3 Vav 1
sounds like K sounds like Y sounds like T sounds like sounds like Z sounds like V
CH
Nun 2 Mem nspio an Mem an» Lamed 7% npie 02 Khaf n3
Sofit Khaf Sofit
sounds like N | sounds like Mat | sounds like M | sounds like L | sounds like KH | sounds like KH
the end of a word at the end of a
word
n°eiv NP Fey xp Pey 83 Ayin 1w Samech %% neie M
Fey Sofit Nun Sofit
sounds like A, I
sounds like F sounds like F sounds like p | silentattheend | oo\ qoike s | sounds like N
at the end of a k°f aword after at the end of a
amatz or segol
word word
Sin i Shin Resh w Kof nip nopio 97X Tsadi 73
° . Tsadi Sofit g
sounds like S sounds like SH sounds like R | sounds like K sounds like Ts
. sounds like Ts
Segol »ixg Tzere 9% Patach nnp Kamatz Y22 | -t ihe end of a Tavn
":' Ty —_— -I— word
sounds like E | sounds like A as | sounds like A | sounds like as n
in “bell” in “bay” as in “father” | in “father”
Holam a%in | v ,mmw Hirik psaon Shva R Rt sounds like T
. Shuruk, Kubutz Nikkud
1 0"' q * *
[ ]
sounds like O | sounds like OO sounds like | Has no sound
as in “for” as in “moon” as in “sit”

12
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Cursive Letter Forming Exercise

IC

N

13
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~

Y
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AND2 NI'NIX NAND 7'a7N

aer N

na

@ nta A

VY )

& C(:\ ”‘_Di K(_-;“‘ —

neT 7

R0 o)



BF 01

D 3 g D
P?n‘sin 2]
[ §
N N o D
DBn*sin m_‘_JD
I g 111

u n"9iv 111 |
o O o DO
X é 17y Y
Q 5 xo 5

@ n'9io 8y °)

14
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3;31*133

r

| Eg:n‘sin Ty |

Q12 |7

1)
|

) G )

g 1"

N njﬂ

15
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Exercises o'"mn

Read out loud: R} ah
. IR LI70IR 7N 'K ,NR NN X

VYO T ,[iVLOIA , 71272 ,N1'2 ,N)A LiINA (N2

W13 ,N7IA 00002 0N NN 17N A
DT7NIT ,702400IT ,'AYT ,0NI79T ,PYNT ,MIAT (N7
NM2AMN LIM7RIN 770 009190 ,N4770 ,NN (XD
[0, 0700, 078X IRTY L[0T

117 ,NAITIRIT ;N7 ,TINAT 2T, [1MAT 0T
nY'RIN ,NNTIN ,070 ,N'NY ,NA70 ,[iYN) (NN

7710 ,iVIX ,]I970 ,02'0 ,00-DV ,NN2V N'Y
n70iar 00 T W T XTI

N7 ,iDY ;272 ,N13'2,7772,|VI? 192

1DX ,N'7ID ,0QW ,07OK ,7XO™M AN 19D
A1aNQMY7 L|imi7 ,0N% ' ,neNY7 L1027 ™Y
N'oM ,07XIN L iZ'oiM ,N1'NM ,|"ITIM ,DTIVONX ‘DN
N211N ,N'210 ,7X89) ,NM21 LIOKY 71 CH)

N0 ,NTIo ,NAN0 ,NNY'0 ,|"1D0 ,i70iX :NO

NAY ,0%iy 20V i)Y ARy a0 1w
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D9 L|'7i9 ,19 ,i'711'D ,N'OND ,7'V079 (N9

N9y ,i9' ,N9i7 ,'9i' ,79X79 ,|V0"ADN (N9

"xm NI TRIMY LIT'Y ,NTYN ,NOY 1Y
1M, NAniip NN NNy ,nTIR ,0iTINGY (9ip
N'0N ,NINN DX LPI2M ,'A0 N (e

VY ,TIRIY ,NTIINY ,NTI9N'Y ,DI7Y DTG ('Y
M) L|IYY ,nbun ,nnnY MY 7w

VR MR [NYRD ,PD-7'A ,TIZIRA NN (N

Reading exercises according to Nikud TIp"an 9% axmp "7aan

IE] I 3 First Names ninw

N LT ,0NIAX ,NI9Y ,NRYY ,NIN 'K ,NIX DX (a sound)
TR91 N ,NMK ,NDI0 T, 77 (i sound)
79!, 709K, KA L INIR N2 TYIIN V0] (e sound)
DYI1 L[IX ,NI7Y nin ,N*TIN ,NYNR,MINR (o sound)
70100 ,N"NNA 721 Ny NN (oo sound)

Names of cities and locations in Israel 'YW NInin NInY

NIV ,X7N3 ,NO¥Y ,D! NA L|]a 1Y L7230 ,770) ,nn) (a sound)
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DN ,D'2'AY Y L7317 ,0AT N0 (i sound)
MY ,NTT0 2K YR ,N9N NN YIY XD NI (e sound)
[77YN MM TITYUN ,[IN2Y ,[i7iN,]7ia0 DN (o sound)

Q1Y INY DY N0 YA N0 ,N'79Y (0o sound)

Names of food and drinks “imported” to Israel n'nwI DIX NInY

|®

4 0"190 ,NN92NY ,NIDND ,NN2 (a sound)

N)M2a7N ,NN'9 ,N7'2,NNTY ,0Re A (i sound)
170 ,79X79 700 ,N97 ,NN ,'VA20 (e sound)
[in'7 ,*2ipina N T, 20X ,iTRIAX (0 sound)
T7iRiY 01N ,01niN ,N11ann ,nML (oo sound)

Read the following words: :D'7'man nX IXp

Ni?'01N , 0N ,[IRTIN,0PNTDI0 ,|NYXA ,012IVIN ,FVIPO'T ,i?22 ,|iD7Y

Arrange the following countries in :Nn'a 978 270 '9% Nix XD NX NTO
alphabetical order:

,1922'0 ,N7NINL,NI7IYPOIN , TI7IND L, (NIDITIN=) WaN N1V ,NT72 ,NNAMN
,N1NIN L0 L, 7210019,V 2T L,70IT N0 NN Lipinn i

(France=) no¥ ,NM2'7 ,N'TAY ,NTI}?
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Letter Search 1 ni*nix N1iTON

o T Wl 1| 9 | V| X| n| A TN

20! 9l Y| n|IX| 9| 4] || D] 9|9

ni X n| Yl vl vyl 1 2| 2 1| 2V
AT o N D N ST T S I G S G e B e N B
noT |7 ot N X IX (2T 7
iN [0 [T |0 [i7 (2 (2 [ [2 |[nY|iy |0
12 2 R X ngy vy T o
W 2|y |mn |7 [n|x D[N |7 |2
X |7 (w1t | In |7 (7 |m |0 |y |1
XN 2 |io|Y (2 [ [2 [n |9 |7 |7 |
2 (2 (2 (v |* In P |inf] |v (a2 |D
2 |V |m (9 (9 (2 |1 |¥ |7 |y [l |D

MODERN HEBREW AT HARVARD, Beginners Level, Fall Semester
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Letter Search 2 ni*nix MITON

V7Rl Y In Yy IR R In|X
DL T IM| DT DR X
LY B 2 7 A O Y I O YO o T T N R ¥
nlam|(2( 1|72 n0l%2|yl|i7]|T
N V| Y[ 22| DT |0D|'0|1a]Ii0]|IX
A X (N | Y| WY TlA[Dd2]2|R]|0L
Q2| X|Vv|Vvo|1 | ]| DlY]|9|D9
¥ | N Y| Y| T|T|2| T[]0 |Nn|7
n|{Y | n|ly|2|/Y | T|a|2 |2 |y
N X |2 |2 |IK[D|9 |7V ]|¥Y @ "N
LY (39?2l x|ovo] 1 |9|D
N (Y| Y[ DTl |IR|M | T[X|V | n| |y
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Letter Search Mhi'hlk n21%9h

o| 5 € J 2| p| 6| k| n| ¢ 7N
Ll 2| T ¥ nlik| 6] 1| || | 2|2
v 3 n Yl el el 72 d|l 2 I 2|Y
h |2 (v llo|l] |25 |d |5 |o |2 |
nl|fr |nlelels 2| [pln
I’ko?g:pl'fg?,??n@ia’v
2 12 2|y (/v |Z2 |n|¥ |€le |7 ¢
e 2 |¥ |in|v | |b |k e |d | o
k \Flels |r [n|flp|wip 1
k |92 |i6|’2 |2 |k |y o 'flp |i¥
¢ |2 |2 (¥ |! |h|p|In|) |6 | |2
2 |¥ |N 2 201 12|L1¢ () |p
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Letter Search

2 nlthike hal59n

2| plajeln|ar|wiklk|yk
| 2 v Elnlrr £ n k
y | £ € iyjin|"a|n |k o ni 2 €
wiani 2 1|45 0| dlyidz
P@|I¥ |2 |2 |2 2|5 |p|'D|I2|]6|lk
CARBR AR SR-RN-AE 2|2 |p ¢
T pla2|k|6 6|1 |]|p|Ela|a
2in|¥lelelz |50 |n|dL
N 2 n| ¥ 2 €|2|¢d 2|2 Y|
h k|2 |2 |plik nl o fliv e|n
111132 T\pl2|klo|! 2|p
k| 32| € |a5 J|lki'h|? |k | ¥ N

MODERN HEBREW AT HARVARD, Beginners Level, Fall Semester
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Letter Search 3 hnlhik 121595

o\ 2 | T k|22 D€ Y | Y
olLAalal2ylelr[a]|n 1L
el1|a|2|2/v|7 | nldpla|p
1 ¢ P32 0| d|o 7|
‘1o | ([N ||y " |€|IX[ ||
Y|l 0 |1 \NM|2|R|2|T| ¥ O]
2| p|o6| W VM| OD|H|X|IX|Z| D |2
2|2 |N||D Q0 \plkjVv V| €
il ElAl ]2 x]lo]r] 0
/2N |2V \h|H|Y| G|V N | 2
k| €|1|k|p|Ww|o o~ T |2
Dl y|w| 2 n|¥ e v 7 2 ||
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First week Hebrew B 1 yiaw
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Ani Irit NN X I am Irit
Mi ata? ?70DK M Who are you (m)?
Mi at? KM Who are you (f)?
Naim meod TiNN D'V It's a pleasure (nice to
meet you)
Ani student VITIVO "IN | am s student (m)
Ani studentit N'YITIVO X | am a student (f)
Me’ain ata? ?N0DX '8N Where are you from
Me’ain at? PN |'NN (m)?
Where are you from (f)?
Hayomyom.... | ... Di' Di'D Today is .....

Ma lomdim be'Harvard

?TININDA DRI NN

What do (people) study

at Harvard?
Ivrit Ny Hebrew
Anglit N"72Ix English
Aravit Ny Arabic
Sinit n1'o Chinese
Bulgarit NN Bulgarian
Rusit n'on Russian
Amerikait/Amerikanit NP IR/ INN American
Sfaradit N0 Spanish
Yapanit nIo! Japanese
Brazilait n'X7'TMA Brazilian
Polanit n17io Polish

MODERN HEBREW AT HARVARD, Beginners Level, Fall Semester

24




85.26418



BF 01

Matematika
Fisica
Biyologia
Statistika
Psychologiya
Chimiya
Sifrut

Tanach
Kalkala
Mimshal
Historiya
Machshevim
Mada’im
Mada’ei Hadatot
Muzika
Refu’ah
Mishpatim
Kolno’ah
Handasah

Omanut

npe'To
Nl
ne'vo'vYLO
nNni?i'09
nn'o
NIN90
1"
N7
unm
nMivon
Dfawynn
D'vTN
NiNTD 'Y
N7'TN
NXI9)
D'Y9YnN
vinyip
NOTIN

N1NIX

Mathematics
Physics
Biology
Statistics
Psychology
Chemistry
Literature
Bible
Economics
Government
History
Computers
Sciences
Religious Sciences
Music
Medicine
Law

Cinema
Engineering
Art

MODERN HEBREW AT HARVARD, Beginners Level, Fall Semester
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DN I / PIVYIIN PO

VWK PR DN
29987723 0P o

D717 NN M) NIN) I

Ani v'atah neshaneh et ha'olam. ,D?ﬂb .‘:TD ﬂN’iJZ N TU:\Z:(] ’323
Ani v'atah, az yavo'u k'var kulam. ,’29‘? D'__[iP [AEPADRRIAIS
Amru et ze kodem, I'fanai, zeh lo meshaneh. .D?WD J'IN '-D\)-)J ﬂljlj{] ,m o ﬂJ\{)D ND
Ani v'atah, neshaneh et ha'olam. “nbrm‘m —1933 '13'\N1 ’JN
N1 ND N1 927 PN Y1 09

Ani Vv'atah, ug‘; DTIP N NN N
N MY) NN N — MY ND MY

nena'aseh mehatchalah. .
Rupa\Vy

Yihiyeh lanu rah, eyn davar, zeh lo norah.

,02Iy70) NN MVY) NHN) NN
wa 922 INT2? TN NPN) NN
Ani Vlatah, neshaneh et ha'olam. ,ng 0717 —]t nN ]-nQN

D230 NN MIVI NAN) 2N — NIYN N9

Amru et ze kodem, I'fanai, "Lo meshaneh."

u"L'r'IN'I N | ]““WJ“H "J‘""'EH

= "H pTAa Qv N'n.'.'JLIIJl..v

You and | will change the world,
You and |, then all will follow.
Others have said before, but that doesn't matter.
T e You and | will change the world.

You and I will start at the beginning
It will be difficult.
But that doesn't matter. It's not so bad.
Others have said before, but that doesn't matter.
You and | will change the world.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-xL etajKs
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