THE VERB

All the verbs in Hebrew are based on
a combination of stems and

patterns.




Stem wWW

A root is a skeleton of usually 3-4 consonants
(in some few cases 5 consonants) that do not

form a real word. They are written as shown:
T.Nn.7

The letters of the root usually appear in the
conjugation of the verb in different tenses.




5.0.5

The first consonant of the stem is called
2190 '©

The second consonant of the stem is called
2VIon 'y

The third consonant of the stem is called
V190 7




2v19n 'Y 2viIon 'y 25191 '



NRMNT

2vi1on 'Y 2viIon 'y 25190 'O



Stems can be used in number of verbs and
nouns:

TN
™MI?7, ™7, TN ATNY? , TN, ™7, TNy

(learned, taught, a student, learning, studying,
was studied, was learned)




Pattern: 1012

In verbs, the stem is applied to a pattern which
is named |"22 and holds a group of similar
pattern verbs.

(In nouns there are also groups and they are

named: mishkalim)




2%1°12 /

There are 7 patterns 0212 in Hebrew. The names
of the patterns are created by using the three
letters .7 .y .9 (in Hebrew the meaning of 7ud is
“verb”) with an addition of letters in each
pattern |"a2.

Third person singular masculine in the past tense

is traditionally used to represent each one of the
D10

A stem can appear in more than one |22 and will
have a different meaning in each one of the
D',




passive passive passive active active active



In many cases an active verb in one of the
active buildings will have its counterpart in a
passive building:

2v91 - "VY9
2519 — 2y
2voIn - '7'yon




There are 7 sub-groups nyata:

Third consonant of the stemis 'n M —-n"Y'm
(n.2.2,nmY%)

Second consonant of the stemis 't (vav) "'v—-1"y

or "' (yod) (¥.1.0,yN%)
First consonant of the stem is ''. It 1"'o 1)
weakens the vowel in the future tense (Q.w.' o)

and in the infinitive

First consonant of the stem is '* but it 1"'9 mon
does not appear in the conjugation in the (T.2.' ,nTYY)
future, imperative and infinitive

First consonant of the stem is ' but it 1''9 "mon
assimilats in the future tense. (7.9.2 ,'n9"9)
Third consonant of the stem is 'X X7 'm

(x.2.2 ,8xMY)
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